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 RSBC opens new Centre in London for blind children – The
Richard Desmond Life Without Limits Centre 
An innovative and unique new Centre in the heart of London has been opened by the Royal
Society for Blind Children (RSBC), a national charity working with vision impaired children
and young people.
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London, England Apr 13, 2022 (Issuewire.com)  -  An innovative and unique new Centre in the heart
of London has been opened by the Royal Society for Blind Children (RSBC), a national charity working
with vision impaired children and young people.

RSBC has now moved into the new Richard Desmond Life Without Limits Centre, realising a dream to
deliver a space dedicated to supporting blind and partially sighted children and their families.

The Centre, located within the iconic Northern & Shell building on the north bank of the River Thames
near London Bridge, will be a hub for the work of the RSBC throughout England and Wales.

It has been designed by world-leading architects EPR Architects, who have transformed a previously
unused lower ground floor into an inclusive, vibrant and engaging space for blind and partially sighted
children, young people and their families.

The design and fit-out of the Centre include a media suite, an accessible kitchen, small meeting spaces
for one-to-one support, and a large flexible space for group activities.

Children and young people will be supported to take part in activities both at the Centre and across
England and Wales, with state-of-the-art technology and virtual sessions. They will be able to engage in
creative activities including songwriting, making music, and writing poetry. The media suite will enable
the children and young people to produce podcasts and other digital content, and in the accessible
kitchen, they will be able to have cookery sessions or cook-a-long via the live online sessions. The
Centre also has dedicated modern office space for RSBC’s staff.

Sue Sharp, the Society’s CEO said: “We’re excited to be welcoming the children, young people and
families to the Life Without Limits Centre and introducing them to its incredible new facilities. It was
always our ambition to create a space that was designed especially for blind and partially sighted
children and young people - a space where they can come together to share their hopes and
experiences, and where we can support them to develop their skills and confidence to pursue their
dreams and ambitions.”

“All of us at RSBC have seen how the lives of blind and partially sighted children and young people can
be transformed with the right support. We believe that The Richard Desmond Life Without Limits Centre
delivers on that ambition and provides the infrastructure to enable us to support many more to achieve
their dreams.”

“We’re immensely grateful to the team at Northern and Shell and, in particular, their Chairman, Richard
Desmond for making the space available, and to him and the many other donors and professionals who
have generously given their money, time and expertise to create this truly remarkable space, and for
helping to make a change in the lives of blind children and young people. It has been a huge collective
effort and we owe an immense debt of gratitude to every one of them.”
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For more information please contact:

Heather Suttie

Heather@thisismedio.com

07902 421 411

 

About Royal Society for Blind Children

The Royal Society for Blind Children (RSBC) supports blind and partially sighted children and young
people, and their families. The charity was founded by Thomas Lucas in 1838 to teach blind children to
read.

Whilst education and learning remain at its heart, RSBC also offers a range of community-based
services and has established a dedicated families’ service – Families First – to support the whole family.

It is the only national charity focused solely on vision impaired children and young people aged up to 25
years.

There are an estimated 37,000 blind and partially sighted children and young people in England and
Wales.

Every day, four more children will be diagnosed with sight loss.

Blind and partially sighted children and young people have dreams and ambitions like everyone else but
the reality is that they are at a disadvantage in achieving them:

90% of those who lose their sight in youth will never have a long-term job
Two-thirds of blind people are living on or below the poverty line

Royal Society for Blind Children is a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales
(139928) and a charity registered in England and Wales (307892)
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Media Contact

Heather Suttie

heather@thisismedio.com

07902421411

157 Broomhill Drive

Source : https://www.rsbc.org.uk/
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