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Independent Collegiate Athletic Association (ICAA) Paving the
Way for Student-Athlete Development

Jacksonville, Florida Feb 26, 2025 (Issuewire.com)  -  The Independent Collegiate Athletic
Association (ICAA) held its highly anticipated Annual Conference on February 8, 2025, in
Jacksonville, Florida, marking a significant step forward for independent collegiate athletics. The
conference welcomed representatives from 16 colleges and universities nationwide, laying the
foundation for a structured, competitive, and eligibility-friendly alternative for student-athletes.
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With a strong emphasis on compliance, athlete development, and officiating programs, the ICAA
is committed to expanding opportunities for student-athletes seeking to pursue both academics
and athletics without jeopardizing their NCAA eligibility.

What is the ICAA?

The ICAA is a governing body for independent collegiate athletic programs, designed to provide a
structured environment for student-athletes at both degree-granting and non-degree-granting
institutions. By offering a two-year competition period that does not affect NCAA eligibility, the
ICAA creates a stepping stone for athletes looking to transition into higher-level collegiate
sports while maintaining their academic goals.

According to the conference materials, the ICAA is built on four key pillars:

Competition – Ensuring high-quality matchups for student-athletes to develop their skills.
Academic Integration – Partnering with institutions that emphasize education alongside
athletics.
Compliance & Governance – Establishing clear eligibility standards for players and programs.
Referee & Officiating Development – Maintaining fair competition through certified officials.

ICAA Compliance Membership and Governance

One of the core discussions at the annual conference was the ICAA’s compliance structure, which
ensures fair competition, athlete eligibility, and institutional accountability.

According to the ICAA Compliance Handbook, the association follows a structured membership
model that requires all member schools to adhere to academic, financial, and athletic compliance
regulations. This includes:

Student-Athlete Eligibility Standards – Ensuring players meet academic and amateurism
requirements.
Institutional Accountability – Schools must submit annual compliance reports verifying
adherence to ICAA standards.
Transfer and Scholarship Policies – Regulations governing how student-athletes transition
between programs.

These compliance measures provide a solid foundation for student-athletes to compete,
develop, and progress to NCAA or NAIA programs without eligibility concerns.

ICAA Conferences: Regional Competition for Growth

The ICAA is structured into four key conferences, allowing schools to compete within their
geographic region while maintaining national exposure.

Gulf Atlantic Conference (GAC)

Spanning Louisiana and Mississippi, the GAC brings together programs from metropolitan areas
like Crowley, Louisiana, to smaller, tradition-rich towns in Mississippi.

Sunshine Coast Conference (SCC)
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Covering northeast Florida to southern Georgia. Including programs from Florida’s Panhandle
in Pensacola and Gulf Breeze.

South Independent Collegiate Conference (SICC)

Focused on Division 1A non-degree granting athletic programs, the SICC includes teams from 
Daytona Beach, Lakeland, and West Palm Beach, Florida.

Southwest Independent Conference (SWIC)

This conference serves institutions across Texas and Arkansas, providing a competitive platform
that supports athlete development, recruitment, and exposure.

By organizing competitions within these conferences, the ICAA ensures consistent, high-quality
matchups while allowing athletes to showcase their skills on a regional and national stage.

ICAA’s Referee and Officiating Program

A crucial component of the ICAA’s commitment to fair and competitive play is its Referee and
Officiating Program. This initiative trains, certifies, and assigns officials to oversee games across
all conferences.

The program follows strict officiating guidelines, ensuring that:

All referees are certified through an official ICAA training process.
Rules and regulations are standardized across all games and conferences.
Ongoing development is provided for officials to ensure consistency and fairness.

By implementing a structured officiating system, the ICAA enhances the integrity of competition
while providing opportunities for referees to advance their careers within the organization.

Opportunities for Student-Athletes

One of the greatest advantages of competing within the ICAA is the ability for student-athletes
to develop for two years without harming their NCAA eligibility.

The ICAA provides:

A competitive environment where athletes can refine their skills and gain exposure.
A pathway to NCAA and NAIA programs, allowing student-athletes to improve their
athletic and academic standing before making the leap to a four-year institution.
Access to national recruiting networks, giving players a chance to be scouted by top-tier
programs.

This model is particularly beneficial for players who may have been overlooked in high school or 
need additional time to develop before entering an NCAA program.

ICAA Member Institutions

The ICAA is home to a diverse set of independent colleges and athletic academies, including:
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Jacksonville Athletic Academy Christian College (Fleming Island, FL)
John Melvin Christian College (Pace, FL) and John Melvin University (Crowley, LA)
Georgia Community Christian College (Gwinnett County, GA)
Daytona Elite Academy (Daytona Beach, FL)
Lighthouse Christian College (Gulf Breeze, FL)

Each institution provides student-athletes with the opportunity to compete at a high level while
working toward their academic goals.

The Future of the ICAA

As independent collegiate athletics continues to evolve, the ICAA is positioned to be a leader in
providing alternative pathways for student-athletes. The 2025 Annual Conference set the stage
for expanding competition, strengthening compliance, and enhancing officiating standards
across all member institutions.

By offering a structured, eligibility-friendly platform, the ICAA ensures that student-athletes can
continue pursuing their dreams—both on the field and in the classroom.

For more information on upcoming events, recruitment opportunities, and official conference
updates, visit the ICAA’s website and follow #PLAYICAA for the latest developments.
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